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This contemporary title explores trends in hip-hop dance in today's health-oriented world. The young

reader is exposed to the health and fitness perspective of hip-hop dance, and is encouraged to

draw conclusions as to the appropriateness of the activity in their life. A variety of hip-hop dances,

including breaking, popping, locking, and video/pop style are presented, along with popular dances

or moves that became famous, like the Dougie, the Harlem Shake, and the Walk it Out. Safety

issues are presented where appropriate. The Trends in Hip-Hop title has been developed to

encourage young readers to analyze the information and satisfies many of the Common Core

specific goals, higher level skills, and progressive strategies for middle grade and junior high level

students.
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Gr 7 Up-This series introduces sports that may not be taught in typical physical education classes,

such as yoga and cross-training. Each book begins with a descriptive story about teens

experiencing a workout: a blow-by-blow approach that slows down the flow with too many details,

leaving readers hungry for a basic factual overview. There is also an excess of information about

fringe yoga styles like doga (yoga with dogs). These books don't hone in on the information that kids

will need when deciding whether to try one of these exercises, throwing a ton of material at readers

without organizing it or communicating clearly (for instance, the chapter on yoga history comes too



soon, before readers know enough about its role in contemporary society), and long walls of text

may be intimidating. The graphics appear dated, with page numbers in compact disc icons, and the

photo quality is dark, blurry, and poor, many of them featuring adult models who won't resonate with

the intended audience. Though the books take on interesting subjects, their many flaws make them

problematic.Î±(c) Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media

Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Marylou Morano Kjelle is a college English professor, freelance writer, and photojournalist who lives

and works in Central New Jersey. Marylou has written dozens of books for young readers of all

ages. She holds MS and MA degrees from Rutgers University, where she also teaches children's

writing. When not teaching or writing, Marylou gardens, cooks, and bakes for her family and friends,

watches movies, and reads as many books as she possibly can.
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